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WILD GIRLS, WICKED WORDS

Bilingual Edition

Poems of

Malathi Maithri, Salma, Kutti Revathi
and [sangam house]

Sukirtharani

Translated and Edited by
L akshmi Holmstrom

Rate: 295

)

2003, at a time when politicians and other establishment figures of Tamil Nadu
s were caught up in asurge of Tamil chauvinism, a group of men and women, setting

themselves up as guardians of Tamil culture, objected publicly to the language of a
new generation of women poets, particularly in the work of Malathy Maitri, Salma,
Kutti Revathi and Sukirtharani. They charged the women with obscenity and
WILD immodesty. During this decade, each of our poets has published more than one

further collection, continuing to write and publish as courageously as before.

GIRLS

WICKED The works of Malathy Maitri, Salma, Kutti Revathi and Sukirtharani represent the
WORDS language of a new generation of women poets in Tamil. Each in her unique style
et oot P S has explored the politics of sexuality and a woman'’s relationship to her body. Ever

since the publications of their first collections, over a decade ago, these poets have
been persecuted and even served death threats, condemned and vilified publicly,
and charged with obscenity and immodesty.

They have refused to be intimidated.

It is perhaps useful to remember that the traditional values prescribed for the *Good’ Tamil woman
were accham, madam and naanam (fearfulness, propriety, modesty or shame). Our poets have chosen
instead, the opposite virtues of fearlessness, outspokenness, and a ceaseless questioning of prescribed
rules. Itissurely significant that at different timesand variously, they have claimed astheir foremothers,
role models and equals, Avvai, Velliviidhi and Sappho; AnnaAkhmatova, Sylvia Plath and Kamala Das.
And Eve, above all, who defied divine authority to pluck the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. Bad Girls
indeed, all of them.

Thisanthology, through aset of samples presented in the original Tamil and English translation, showcases
the beauty and originality in the work of each of the four poets. It celebrates their courage in exercising
their freedom to write as they chose, and claiming their own ground.
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